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(57) ABSTRACT

A planetary carrier includes a side plate having a front face
and a shaft journal which is arranged on the front face of the
side plate. A bearing seating is formed on an outer circum-
ferential surface of the shaft journal on a front-face-proximal
end of the shaft journal. The planetary carrier has an annular
groove directly adjacent to the bearing seating in coaxial
relationship to the shaft journal and undercutting the front
face and the outer circumferential surface.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
PLANETARY CARRIER

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority of German Patent
Application, Serial No. 102012214 023.9, filed Aug. 8, 2012,
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), the content of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety as if fully set
forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a planetary carrier and a
planetary gearbox.

It would be desirable and advantageous to provide an
improved planetary carrier and an improved planetary gear-
box to obviate prior art shortcomings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, a plan-
etary carrier includes a side plate having a front face, a shaft
journal arranged on the front face of the side plate, and a
bearing seating formed on an outer circumferential surface of
the shaft journal on a front-face-proximal end of the shaft
journal, the planetary carrier having an annular groove
directly adjacent to the bearing seating in coaxial relationship
to the shaft journal and undercutting the front face and the
outer circumferential surface.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
planetary gearbox includes a planetary carrier having a side
plate with a front face, a shaft journal arranged on the front
face of the side plate, and a bearing seating formed on an outer
circumferential surface of the shaft journal on a front-face-
proximal end of the shaft journal; the planetary carrier having
an annular groove directly adjacent to the bearing seating in
coaxial relationship to the shaft journal and undercutting the
front face and the outer circumferential surface, a planetary
carrier bearing arranged in the bearing seating of the plan-
etary carrier, and an outwardly centered spacer ring arranged
in the groove axially between the planetary carrier bearing
and the side plate.

The planetary carrier serves to carry planetary wheels,
which engage in a planetary gearbox with a sun gear and an
annulus. The planetary carrier comprises a side plate.
Arranged on a front side of the side plate is a shaft journal.
The shaft journal can be at least part of a drive shaft or output
shaft. Depending on the application, the shaft journal can be
hollow. The planetary carrier has at least one bearing seating
for the mounting of a planetary carrier bearing, e.g. of aroller
bearing. By means of the bearing, the planetary carrier can be
mounted rotatably opposite a housing part of the planetary
gearbox. The bearing seating is arranged on an outer circum-
ferential surface of the shaft journal, i.e. an external lateral
surface of the shaft journal.

At the transition from the essentially axially extending
shaft journal of the planetary carrier to the essentially radially
extending side plate of the planetary carrier, a notch effect
brought about by the shaft shoulder is compensated for by
appropriate dimensioning of the components. This is
achieved by the presence of the annular groove, running
coaxially with the shaft journal and immediately connected to
the bearing seating, which undercuts the front face and the
outer circumferential surface. As a result of undercutting the
lateral surface ofthe shaft journal and the front face of the side
plate of the planetary carrier, the groove has a relatively large
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radius or a multiplicity of radii in rows. In this way the notch
effect can be significantly reduced.

Advantageously, the planetary carrier has a bearing seating
in each of both outer front sides of its side plates to accom-
modate a bearing. Thus, a groove according to the invention
can be formed on both sides of the planetary carrier.

Axial positioning of a planetary carrier bearing arranged in
the bearing seating can be effected via a spacer ring, which is
arranged axially between the planetary carrier bearing and the
side plate of the planetary carrier.

According to the invention, the spacer ring is outwardly
centered. Until now the spacer ring has been inwardly cen-
tered, i.e. radially routed on the lateral surface of the planetary
carrier, which also embodies the bearing seating for accom-
modating the planetary carrier bearing. The radius for reduc-
tion of the notch effect is here axially limited to the width
(=axial extension) of the spacer ring, minus the length nec-
essary for routing of the spacer ring. By contrast, according to
the present invention, the spacer ring is not routed on the
described lateral surface of the planetary carrier, but on an
offsetadditionally created radially further out by means ofthe
groove. In this way the radius for reduction of the notch effect
can extend over the entire width of the spacer ring plus the
width of a radius of curvature which can be positioned radi-
ally beneath the inner bearing ring. Compared with the pre-
vious solutions, the outward centering of the spacer ring thus
enables a significantly wider radius for reduction of the notch
effect, with a construction space for the planetary gearbox
which is the same size as or even smaller than in the case of the
previous solutions.

Because of the fact that instead of inward centering of the
spacerring, i.e. routing of the spacer ring on the lateral surface
of the shaft journal, an outward centering of the spacer ring,
i.e. routing of the spacer ring on the groove surfaces located in
the side plate takes place, and the spacer ring with its radially
internal end is thus separated from the lateral surface of the
shaft journal, i.e. quasi “hangs in the air”, the advantageous
possibility arises of making use of the untouched area imme-
diately adjacent to the inner bearing ring for the planetary
carrier radius necessary for reduction of the notch effect.

Heretofore, the spacer ring has been centered on the shaft
journal. In contrast thereto, the spacer ring according to the
present invention is not centered on the shaft journal, but in
the undercut of the planetary carrier. Only in this way is it
possible to undercut the shaft journal radially, viewed axially
in the area of the spacer ring, and in part also in the area of the
bearing, in order to achieve an improved power flux.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the groove can have a cross-section having two
non-curved sections in a sectional plane containing an axis of
rotation of the planetary carrier, with the two non-curved
sections being separated from each other by a curved section.
The non-curved sections can serve as supporting surfaces for
the spacer ring, which is routed via these. The two non-curved
sections enable a spacer ring to be inserted in the groove and
reliably routed in an outwardly centered manner, which
enables an advantageous embodiment of the radius necessary
for reduction of the notch effect.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the two non-curved sections can have an angle of
90 relative to each other. As a result of the right-angled offset,
the two surfaces which can be employed as support surfaces
can be simply manufactured, more easily than in the case of a
displacement at an angle other than 90.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, one of the two non-curved sections can run parallel
to the front face, and the other one of the two non-curved
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sections can run parallel to the outer circumferential surface,
but with opposite orientation. The reference to “with opposite
orientation” means that in a cross-section of the groove in a
sectional plane containing the axis of rotation of the planetary
carrier, the outer circumferential surface runs parallel to the
second non-curved section, but turned by 180. In this way, a
definite and easy to manufacture angular position of the sur-
faces which can be used for support of the spacer ring relative
to the shaft’s lateral surface and the side plate front face of the
planetary carrier can be established.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the planetary carrier bearing can include an inner
ring having a front side in proximal relationship to the side
plate, with the front side of the inner ring abutting the spacer
ring. The planetary carrier bearing can thus be held at a
predefined distance from the side plate.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the spacer ring can be configured to only abut the
planetary carrier in an area of the two non-curved sections.
Providing a bevel on the spacer ring between the two curved
sections creates an airspace in this area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be more readily apparent upon reading the following descrip-
tion of currently preferred exemplified embodiments of the
invention with reference to the accompanying drawing, in
which:

FIG.11s a perspective view of a planetary carrier according
to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a detailed sectional view of a planetary gearbox in
an area of a groove of the planetary carrier; and

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the planetary gearbox.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Throughout all the figures, same or corresponding ele-
ments may generally be indicated by same reference numer-
als. These depicted embodiments are to be understood as
illustrative of the invention and not as limiting in any way. It
should also be understood that the figures are not necessarily
to scale and that the embodiments are sometimes illustrated
by graphic symbols, phantom lines, diagrammatic represen-
tations and fragmentary views. In certain instances, details
which are not necessary for an understanding of the present
invention or which render other details difficult to perceive
may have been omitted.

Turning now to the drawing, and in particular to FIG. 1,
there is shown a perspective view of a planetary carrier
according to the present invention, generally designated by
reference numeral 4, for a planetary gearbox, e.g. for a wind
power plant. The planetary carrier 4 comprises two parallel
side plates 8, which are connected to each other by means of
webs 9. Between the webs 9 are recesses 11, in which plan-
etary wheels can be inserted and mounted in a rotatable man-
ner. A shaft journal 6 is arranged on a front face 10 of a side
plate 8 facing away from the recesses 11. The shaft journal 6
is also designated as a planetary carrier shaft. The cylindrical
shaft journal 6 has a cavity 2, in which for example a drive
shaft or output shaft can be inserted. A rotor shaft of a wind
power plant can for example be connected to the shaft journal
6. The shaft journal can be embodied in one piece with the
side plate, e.g. cast as one unit, or connected to the side plate
using jointing methods such as welding.
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At the transition between the shaft journal 6 and the side
plate 8, that is along the ring, at which the outer circumfer-
ential surface 12 of the shaft journal 6 blends into the front
face 10 of the side plate 8, a groove 18 is formed coaxially
with the axis X of the shaft journal 6. The groove 18 forms a
connecting surface between the outer lateral surface 12 of the
shaft journal 6 and the front face 10 of the side plate 8. The
groove 18 undercuts both the outer lateral surface 12 of the
shaft journal 6 and also the front face 10 ofthe side plate 8. On
the end of the shaft journal 6 facing the front face 10, on the
outer circumferential surface 12, i.e. the outer lateral surface,
of'the shaft journal 6 is embodied a bearing seating 14, which
is suitable for arrangement of a planetary carrier bearing.

The groove 18 undercuts the outer lateral surface 12 of the
shaft journal 6 by extending into the shaft journal inwardly
beyond its outer lateral surface 12, and undercuts the front
surface 10 of the side plate 8 by extending into the side plate
beyond its front surface 10.

FIG. 2 shows a section through a planetary gearbox in the
area of the groove 18 of an inventive planetary carrier 4. In
addition to a sun gear, the planetary carrier 4 with the plan-
etary wheels mounted therein and an annulus, the planetary
gearbox comprises a planetary carrier bearing 16. The plan-
etary carrier 4 is rotatably mounted against a housing part 24
by means of the planetary carrier bearing 16, which in the
exemplary embodiment represented in FIG. 2 is embodied as
a roller bearing, in particular as a taper roller bearing. The
planetary carrier bearing 16 arranged in a bearing seating 14
of the shaft journal 6 has an inner bearing ring 161, an outer
bearing ring 162 and rollers 163 inserted between these two
rings 161, 162.

Embodied in a transitional area between the shaft journal 6
and the side plate 8 is a groove 18, which undercuts the outer
circumferential surface 12 of the shaft journal 6 or as the case
may be its notional continuation 12F. In addition, the groove
18 undercuts the front face 10 of the side plate 8 or its notional
continuation 10F. In the section of groove 18 two non-curved
sections A1, A2 can be discerned, which are separated by a
curved section A3. One non-curved section Al is parallel to
the front face 10 of the side plate 8. The other non-curved
section A2 is parallel to the outer circumferential surface 12
of'the shaft journal 6, but is oriented in the opposite direction.
The other sections of the groove 18 are curved in concave
form.

Set into the groove 18 is a spacer ring 20, which abuts a
front face 22 of the inner bearing ring 161 facing the side plate
8 and the two non-curved sections Al, A2 of the groove 18.
The planetary carrier bearing 16 is separated from the side
plate 8 by the spacer ring 20. As a result of the outward
centering of the spacer ring 20 with the aid of the sections A1,
A2 an airspace 26 exists between the radially innermost part
of the spacer ring 20 and the area of the groove 18 located
radially therein.

FIG. 3 shows a section through a wind power plant shaft-
mounted gear unit, comprising a single-stage planetary gear-
box as a slow, first stage and a two-stage spur gear unit
downstream of the planetary gearbox. Formed in the side
plate 8 of the planetary carrier 4 located towards the slip-on
hollow shaft journal 6 and in the area of the shaft journal 6
immediately connected to the side plate is a groove 18, which
undercuts the front side of the side plate 8 and the outer
circumferential surface of the shaft journal 6. Inserted therein
is an outwardly centered spacer ring 20, which abuts an inner
ring of a planetary carrier bearing 16. In addition, the spacer
ring abuts two sections of the side plate, specifically a section
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A1 furthest removed axially from the shaft journal 6 and a
section A2 of the groove 18 furthest removed radially from
the shaft journal 6.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
connection with currently preferred embodiments shown and
described in detail, it is not intended to be limited to the details
shown since various modifications and structural changes
may be made without departing in any way from the spiritand
scope of the present invention. The embodiments were cho-
sen and described in order to explain the principles of the
invention and practical application to thereby enable a person
skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by
Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims and includes
equivalents of the elements recited therein:

1. A planetary gearbox, comprising:

a planetary carrier including a side plate having a front
face, a shaft journal arranged on the front face of the side
plate, and a bearing seating formed on an outer circum-
ferential surface of the shaft journal on a front-face-
proximal end of the shaft journal, said planetary carrier
having an annular groove directly adjacent to the bearing
seating in coaxial relationship to the shaft journal and
undercutting the front face and the outer circumferential
surface;

a planetary carrier bearing arranged in the bearing seating
of'the planetary carrier; and
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an outwardly centered spacer ring arranged in the groove
axially between the planetary carrier bearing and the
side plate,

wherein the groove has inside the side plate a cross-section

having two non-curved sections in a sectional plane
containing an axis of rotation of the planetary carrier,
said two non-curved sections being separated from each
other by a curved section inside the side plate,

wherein the two non-curved sections inside the side plate

extend at an angle of 90 degrees in relation to each other,
and

wherein the spacer ring is configured to abut the planetary

carrier in an area of the two non-curved sections.

2. The planetary gearbox of claim 1, wherein the planetary
carrier bearing includes an inner ring having a front side in
proximal relationship to the side plate, said front side of the
inner ring abutting the spacer ring.

3. The planetary gearbox of claim 1, wherein one of the two
non-curved sections runs parallel to the front face, and the
other one of the two non-curved sections runs parallel to the
outer circumferential surface in an opposite direction.

4. The planetary gearbox of claim 1, wherein the annular
groove is sized to extend into the side plate inwardly beyond
the front face of the side plate and to extend into the shaft
journal inwardly beyond the outer circumferential surface of
the shaft journal.

5. The planetary gearbox of claim 1, wherein the spacer
ring only abuts the side plate of the planetary carrier inside the
area of the two non-curved sections inside the side plate.
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